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FOREWORD

By The Honourable Joseph R. Smallwood
Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador

I have felt for many years that a book of statistics concerning our Province would be most valuable and
that it was urgently needed. The task of assembling this volume of “Historical Statistics of Newfoundland
and Labrador” has not been without difficulties and frustrations for those engaged in the assignment. How-
ever, their efforts will not only aid in providing a ready source of reliable information to the more inquisitive
general public, but will prove to be a time saving blessing to serious research workers. I should like, therefore,
to express my sincere appreciation to Mr. Gary Brenton, who coordinated the preparation of this volume, as
well as Mr. Cyril Abery, Mr. Paul Craniford, Mr. David Mercer, Mr. Peter Poder and the other staff of the

Economics and Statistics Division of the Department of Finance who participated in the project.
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PREFACE

It has been evident for a number of years that a publication containing detailed statistical information on
Newfoundland and Labrador was urgently required. This need has been expressed repeatedly by various royal
commissions, by numerous departments and agencies of all levels of government, by consultants and research-
ers and by the general public. The publication of this volume of statistics will help to alleviate the necessity
of referring to numerous sources for required data.

This original publication is designed to be a foundation document. It is intended to release annual supple-
ments updating the data presented in each of the tables contained in this volume and adding newly developed
statistical series. The supplementary volumes will be much less comprehensive in terms of the period covered
and thev will not contain the elaborate explanatory notes supplied in this issue. However, it is hoped that
the issuance of annual supplements will provide a means of maintaining a comprehensive collection of
up-to-date statistical information for Newfoundland and Labrador.

The material selected for inclusion in this volume has been assembled for presentation in 23 sections.
Each section contains a brief introduction which provides the source of the data for each table, as well as
definitions, explanations and comments relating to the statistics. In each section the introduction is followed
immediately by the statistical tables.

Much of the data contained in this original issue was obtained from publications which have been
prepared and released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. A limited amount of published and unpub-
lished material was also obtained from Federal and Provincial Government departments and agencies. In
addition, some previously unpublished statistical information was acquired from various divisions of the Do-
minion Bureau of Statistics.

In assemblying this statistical volume no attempt was made to confine the search for information to anv
particular period of time. Indeed, efforts were made to go back as far as possible in constructing time series.
However, in many cases these efforts were limited by changing statistical concepts and classifications, data in-
consistencies and a lack of reliable source material. Much of the information presented will be found useful
by persons engaged in planning and performing social and economic studies. Therefore, wherever possible.
time series have been presented both in seasonally adjusted and unadjusted forms to facilitate economic analy-
sis and forecasting.

Nevertheless, it is extremely difficult to design a useful information guide without knowing the full inter-
ests and needs of those who will ultimately use the material presented. For this reason a “mail back” in-
formation card has been included at the back of this volume. It is designed to aid in improving the useful-
ness of the series presented in subsequent publications by permitting adjustment to be made in the subjects
presented in response to reader reaction and need. All suggestions, criticisms and corrections will be ap-
preciated.
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LIST OF SYMBOLS

The following symbols and abbreviations are used in this publication:

D.B.S. = Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
.. = figures not available.
. . = figures not appropriate or not applicable.
— = nil or zero.
X = confidential.
S.I.C. Code = Standard Industrial Classification Code.
n.es. = not clsewhere specified.
p = preliminary figures.

= revised figures.
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